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This record has been compiled in honor of all Slicer Street Church of
Christ members–past, present, and future.  It has been a joy working in
the community of Kennett and with the great members of Slicer Street.  I
am indebted to the labors of those before me, some of whom I now know. 
I am honored to labor among the current members, all of whom sharpen
me in different ways.  And I am humbled at the thought of those who will
follow after, whom I can serve in some small but important way.  May
God bless this great church!
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Finally, a word to the reader.  There are always choices made about what
to include and what not to include.  It is always an exercise of editorial in
making such decisions.  Anything left out that should be included is
definitely my fault.  

What allowed this story to be written was a beautiful partnership between
the candid information found in the Dunklin Democrat archives and the
wonderful treasure trove of church records.  They served to supplement
one another.  You will be able to tell which one provides the information
you read, in case you want to check it out for yourself.  To make it easy,
the church library has a copy of all pages of church information used in
this record, which I can promise is exhaustive of all that appears in the
paper.  If you don’t believe me, go ahead and check it out.  But be sure
you have plenty of time!

But I am particularly sensitive about chapter 5.  I know that some will feel
slighted because of a feeling of blame placed upon individuals involved
in the division that occurred in the late 1950s.  I mean no personal slight
against anyone.  I tried to be as objective as possible.  That is why there
were no interviews with living persons regarding this period of time.  I
went solely with written records.  But I will be forthright: I understand
and respect the issues involved, but I do not hold to the strictness of the
“non-cooperative” position in the debate.  This colors my view, I know.  I
am aware of the issue, having grown up in Ketcherside territory and
having friends of that persuasion.  I marvel at their high view of Scripture
and I respect their conclusion.   I just don’t understand why unity is
impossible because of it.  I ask for your patience and understanding as to
where I am coming from.  And if it just isn’t something you can
appreciate, knowing this is descriptive and not prescriptive in nature, just
skip over that chapter.  It was not enjoyable to research or write, I assure
you.

This work is not the first of its kind, nor is it the only.  Before this effort,
C. W. Brannam did a short history and Martel Pace did a longer one. 
Each of these efforts include some personal insights and experiences that
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were unique to them.  I have chosen to honor the integrity of those efforts
by letting them stand on their own.  They could easily be included in an
appendix, but I have chosen to make them available for anyone’s review
in the church history bookshelf in the church library.  

One final issue: a wish list.  I would have included many more pictures if
I could have located it.  I literally dream about finding more on George
Toland.  He is a complete mystery to me.  If you know of anything, please
contact me.  I would like another picture of Norvell Brickell.  And
pictures of Cephas Awtrey, Charles F. Hardin, and another of M. S.
Mason would definitely be welcomed.  

Go ahead now and jump into the story.  I hope you find the narrative
interesting.  I can’t imagine anyone would want to read it unless there is
some level of personal involvement in the story.  But if there is, I
certainly hope this brings back memories or causes you to see for the first
time the who and the what behind the history of this one congregation
that has witnessed to the truth for a century in the Bootheel. 
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